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Abstract 
This paper is concerned with mothers’ experience of involvement in and with their children’s 
schools in the UK. It arose out of a desire to explore the impact of this experience on mothers in an 
attempt to go some way to redress the balance since so much of the research in the UK to date is 
concerned with the impact of this involvement on schools, the staff and the children. However it 
may also serve to address another imbalance, the use of the term “parental involvement” in place of 
the more correct term, mothers’ involvement. Inherent in this is a discussion of motherhood, what it 
means to be a “good mother”, linking this to the notion of sensitive mothering. The usefulness of 
this concept is explored in relation to an ethnographic informed study involving a group of mothers 
who share their thoughts on motherhood in general, and in particular, on their experiences of 
involvement in their children’s schools in the UK. 
 
 


