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Abstract 
This paper describes the findings of a comparative study amongst families in the four European 
countries that participate in a Comenius 2.1 project, Drop-Out Open Door (DOOR). The project 
investigates the phenomenon of pupils’ dropping out from compulsory secondary education in the 
participating countries, namely Austria, Cyprus, the Netherlands and Spain. The paper presents the 
findings drawn from the comparison of families’ circumstances, aspirations and school involvement 
of pupils who are not at-risk to drop out from school in Cyprus and pupils who are at-risk in all four 
participating countries. The data were collected through a questionnaire survey and structured 
interviews administered to families in different schools in the four countries. The analysis of the 
data showed a broad range of differences in the circumstances, resources, expectations, perceptions 
and practices of pupils’ families who are at-risk to drop out from school and those who are not. The 
findings indicate the need for schools to identify families’ different circumstances and needs and 
provide all families, but particularly families of at-risk pupils, with facilities, support and training 
for successfully enhancing their children’s school success through everyday familial practices, 
mechanisms, techniques and strategies.        
 
 


