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Abstract

A pilot study is reported of a generic method for tutoring in mathematitended to be suitable for
use by peers, parents and volunteers in a wide range of applickhitys children aged 4.0 years

of below average mathematical ability were randomly allocatedxfeerenental or control
conditions. Experimental tutees (n=17) were tutored in mathematimalepr solving at home by
their parent(s) using the method, while control children (n=13) receigddidonal math problem
homework. Pre and postest assessment of both groups involved a criteeferenced
mathematics test in parallel forms and a scale of attittmlesathematics. Experimental tutors
completed a prgest questionnaire on attitudes to mathematics and 4sochwol links, and
experimental tutees and tutors engaged in atpsstdebriefing interview. On the attainment test,
the experimental group gained significantly, while the control group did noe M#des gained
more than females. No significant gvest differences were evident on the tutee attitude
guestionnaire. However, interview feedback from both tutees and tutorgemasally positive.
Given the brevity of the prpost test interval, the finding of positive differences in attainmest
considered encouraging. Recommendations for future research were made.



