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Abstract

Culture differences within parent communities are challenging faras which aim at succeeding
in their policy regarding parental involvement. Literature suggestsvénaius groups of parents
may differ in their attitudes towards education as well as dhe they are supposed to play in
stimulating their children’s development (Denessen, Driessen, Sn#ie&gers, 2001; Driessen,
2001; Lopez, Scribner, & Mabhitivanichcha, 2001). Especially migrant pareaeis 8& possess
strong performance oriented attitudes towards education. Also, they dpp@gvect schools to
play the biggest part in their children’s development (Lopez et al., 200d4yioBs research,
however, has also shown migrant parents to participate less ichiidren’s schools (Lopez et al.,
2001). In this study, we will explore the relation between schools’ psheith respect to parental
involvement and the actual involvement of autochthonous and migrant parentsahdioés. The
aim of this study was to identify indicators and conditions for effegiarental involvement school
policies. This study has been carried out at five elementary scinotble Netherlands. Interviews
have been held with the principal of the school or the person who is rédpdosithe school’s
policy on parental involvement. Next to these interviews a selected gfopg@rents have been
interviewed about their attitudes on parental involvement and their @ealuaf parental
involvement activities at their children’s school. The results of ghudy indicate that schools
recognize difficulties in getting migrant parents involved in their schoet, the scope of schools’
policies is quite limited. A lot of schools’ activities with pest to parental involvement seem to
depend on individual initiatives of enthusiast members of the school Alafi, a structured
approach to parental involvement is lacking. Schools receive very Hefle and guidance in
formulating goals and visions on parental involvement. They mainly depend onotkeir
evaluation of ‘what works’. One of the ‘good practices’ identified at paicular school was a
focus on key persons within the migrant communities. Using the communitfuse around the
school as an organization principle for communicating with parents deemesmore fruitful than
an individual approach. This particular school seemed to be more\edfdwdin the other schools in
getting migrant parents involved. Although some differences between schuelbden assessed,
the parents of the various schools did not seem to differ in theuwagiaal of parental involvement
activities. Some differences between autochthonous and migrant paesatound, which mainly
supports previous findings: autochthonous parents seek more contact withhtwds sand
participate more at school. On the other side, migrant parentsteeoeive more information
from the school and they have more contact with teachers than autochthommis lpave. In line
with results of previous studies (Lopez et al., 2001), we also found mygmesrtits to have higher
expectations of the school than autochthonous parents.



