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Abstract

After the Islamieinspired murder of Dutch film director Theo van Gogh, there is a growing
tendency among Dutch politicians and teachers to draw attention to paesptmsibility for the
way their children function in a multicultural society. In the Netheadk the problems of
stimulating social cohesion and fostering the moral education ofretiane high on the social and
political agendas. In the last few years, social tensions and taiefiicts between ethnic groups
have changed the political atmosphere in this country. As always, pekptr aducational efforts
to compensate these difficult problems. Changes are expected from haits @and schools. Two
studies were conducted, aimed at getting a better understanding of winas gf parents expect
from education and how teachers feel that they should act in inteatuldgtucational
circumstances. Both studies were carried out in Rotterdam, ath@tyhosts a very diverse
population of ethnic minority groups. One important conclusion of the first ssuthat Muslim
parents want to be much more involved in the education at school. An impmtehision of the
second study is that teachers at the investigated secondary schoolucarynntheir intercultural
consciousness and knowledge. They do not have organized or structural discussiensutinral
differences and problems at their school.



