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Abstract

The current paper aims to locate the main factors (historicalnastances, legislation, reports,
interest groups) which contributed to the configuration of the educationey patithe Deaf within
the frames of the Cyprus Education System in the period from 1980 uniil #alattempt will be
made to represent the climate which prevailed in the cruciadaefter the legislation of 1979 and
up to the passing of new legislation 113 (J)/99 in 1999. The conflicting and complenieietiasts
of all institutions and bodies concerned (Ministry of Education, organizatbriee disabled,
parental organizations, special schools, e.t.c.) about the integration fottdielren will be
discussed in an effort to show how education policy is formulated, ofténctlis divided from
educational principles. The results of the research suggest thatsithe Pancyprian Parents
Association of the Deaf —where hearing parents held the majositych was demanding
integration of their children in mainstream classes without del@y. the contrary the Cyprus
Special School for the deaf, as well as the Pancyprian Associatiothe Deaf, insisted on
separatism and the important role of special schooling for the deafeuér the effort of the
Pancyprian Parents Association was later supported by schools andgdeaxhéhe local ‘Friends
of the Deaf associations. This fact along with the positiveudtitof the Ministry led to the
acceptance of integration and its general implementation in Cyprus’s educatitngsset



