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Abstract 
When teachers make an effort to reach out and learn from families by making visits to their homes, 
what insights do they gain?  Over time, what results seem to occur in school/family relationships, 
on parent involvement, and on teaching?  A group of 12 teachers from one urban elementary school 
in a Midwestern state in the United States made a commitment to visit the families of their students 
during the summer of 2003.  Interpretations of findings were based on sociocultural theory, 
specifically that learners construct understandings based on their cultural histories.  Thus, 
understanding the learner becomes paramount. The teachers aimed at accomplishing several goals 
through the family visits:  to help students feel more at ease about entering their new classrooms, 
communicate to parents or guardians an interest in learning from them about their child, establish an 
effective relationship with families that might increase parent involvement during the school year, 
and gain greater insight from families that could inform their teaching and help support students’ 
academic achievement.  The data resulted in several conclusions, including ways of initiating and 
conducting the visits, how families responded to the visits, new insights gained, the impact on 
parent involvement and on teaching throughout the year, and the challenges involved in sustaining 
such work.  Although in most cases they made only one visit per child, the teachers felt that they 
reaped many benefits throughout the year, such as an increase in parent participation at school and 
deeper understandings about students and their families.  These benefits had an impact on the 
teachers’ instruction and, ultimately and most importantly, have potential for helping students 
achieve.  


