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Abstract

In the Nordic countries a lot of changes have taken place and new possibilities for collaboration
between home and school have become more obvious. Teacher training programs have gone through
changes concerning structure and content. Families are finding new forms in the society. Policymakers
stress the needs and interests of the society defined at macro level and also in the educational sphere.
Decentralization with both responsibility and authority in order to increase involvement and
participation in decision-making at micro level for pupils, parents and teachers are considered relevant.
Important questions still are: Why is it difficult to communicate with parents? What is an open and
equal dialog? Cultural sensitivity as well as increased interest in the use of information and
communication technology in open networks between pupils, parents and teachers have an impact in
home school collaboration. These quite new forms for information and collaboration between different
involved actors are to be investigated. One of the purposes in this project was to get an insight about
what kind of research and research networks are conducted concerning home and school. We
particularly made efforts to involve the teacher training area to this field of research. What options
could we find in a Nordic project involving doctoral students and well established researchers? Five
Nordic countries, students and researchers have participated in this course. Research networks have
been built between doctoral students and researchers in this area in the Nordic countries.



