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Abstract

Concurrent national research considers the dynamics of partnership models in operation in a diversity
of settings and around a variety of partnership focus “themes”. This is being undertaken within (but
not limited by) the conceptual structure of the draft Family-School Partnerships Framework developed
in 2004 by a national roundtable process chaired by the Education Minister. The research seeks to
explore all types and levels of engagement and involvement (and of disengagement and uninvolvement)
of parents and families with the “processes” of the school; and the extent to which and ways in which
those apparently disengaged and uninvolved in school processes, are engaged and involved in
supporting their children’s learning and development. It examines the barriers to involvement and
engagement and how these can be removed: including exploration of the ways, context and
communication styles and links through which families interact effectively in the wider community, and
how this can be used to develop and sustain effective and innovative partnership links with the school.



