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Abstract

The paper studies how the topic of home-school partnership was treated in the journal “Opettaja”,
published by Trade Union of Education in Finland, during the period 1995-2004. The study is part of a
wider project ( “What teachers think about power”) dealing, among other issues, with home-school
cooperation from teachers’ point of view. The period of the study covers a decade during which the
decision making process on the curriculum of comprehensive schools was decentralized, a national
evaluation system was developed and partnerships between local decision makers and interest groups
were emphasized. During this period a lot of economic, social and regional changes with impact on
education took place too The empirical studies on that period reveal, among other things, that a vast
majority of Finnish teachers criticize political decision makers and administrative authorities on their
lack of expert knowledge of education, unwillingness to be influenced, lack of trustworthiness and
excessive power. Despite these tensions between educational professionals and public decisions
makers, Finnish teachers have done their job quite well, as the results of the surveys among parents
(Rity and others 1996) and also PISA-studies show. On the other hand, survey results (Nuutinen 1996,
1997, 1999, 2004) point out that, at group level, the teachers are quite critical towards parents, although
not so much critical as they are towards politicians and public administrators. The main task of our
analysis is to find out how the articles and the Letters to the Editor dealing with home-school
cooperation construct partnerships between homes and schools, as well as to see how the issue of
power is represented in these texts, for example, as demands for support and sharing the duties and as
efforts to empower teachers and parents to cooperate in the changing social conditions.



