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Abstract 
Nations world-wide have documented diverse school, family and community involvement practices and 
their effect on students’ academic functioning and conduct. This paper presents the extent and type of 
collaboration in Singapore schools resulting from processes undertaken by the Ministry of Education, 
including the formation of Community and Parents in Support of Schools (COMPASS), the Advisory 
Council to the Minister for Education. COMPASS has drawn up a partnership framework, published 
guidelines, organized national conventions, and trainings, instituted the PARTNERS Award, and 
commissioned biennial surveys. This paper summarizes findings from the 2003 on-line survey of all 361 
schools to ascertain family, alumni, community and business engagement in schools. Overall, results 
suggested that schools have improved in the range and quality of their partnerships in comparison to 
the 2001 survey results. Currently, all schools are empowered with essential knowledge, skills, resources 
and support in building trusting school-home-community relationships.   
 


