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Abstract 
This paper reviews studies on how policies and practices around family-education partnerships have 
developed under neo-liberalism, including private-public partnerships and gender equity issues. 
Studies of home-school relations, parental involvement in schools and education and pedagogies for 
sex and sexuality education in the British policy context are contrasted with other Anglophone and 
European countries. Setting the reviews in the changing socio-economic context and developing 
theoretical, methodological and conceptual perspectives on family and education relations a wealth 
of studies illustrating changing family and community practices and the moves towards 
personalised and individualised perspectives on conceptions of masculinities and femininities 
within school and family are reviewed. New pedagogies and practices for personal and social 
education and developments within teacher and community education that would provide 
supportive and reflexive approaches to gender equality in schools and communities, are proposed, 
challenging the assumption that gender equity has been achieved in advanced Anglophone and 
European societies.   

 


