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Abstract

Parental involvement whether at home or at school has become nornvativelly a truism.
Behind this truism too often lies hidden what rationales or reasonsitetnghe framework
whether political, educational or psychological. The author sees thtie@atas linked with
different policy discourses and local cultural context in the Westeantries: 1) a pedagogical
rationale leading to an educational partnership — expecting parents toctnentable to the
education system, 2) a humanistic rationale leading to a democrdtierghip- expecting parents
and teachers to be accountable to society and 3) an economic rateatdile [to a consumer
partnership- expecting teachers to be accountable to the parents. A consequenceayingt
attention to these ideologies when doing research into this field — homeeérthey overlap — can
easily result in non sustainable partnerships or do not lead to the expected results.



